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Y ou may have heard about 
the tragic accident recently 

during a weather-related delay 
in a Spotsylvania County (Va.) 
Little League game. One child 
died as a result of a lightning 
strike, and another was in-
jured. 

  

We at Little League Interna-
tional extend our deepest sym-
pathy to the family of Little 
Leaguer Chelal Matos. Our 
thoughts and prayers also are 
with the child who was injured, 
and with his family. 

 As you know, Little League 
International has provided 
extensive information to its 
member leagues on lightning 
safety, in conjunction with the 
National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 
We are taking this opportunity 
to remind all parents and vol-
unteers to review the informa-
tion linked below. 

  

http://www.littleleague.org/
Learn_More/programs/asap/
lightning.htm  
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Remember...If it isn’t fun...it isn’t Little League! 

W hile Little League Inter-
national has not re-

ceived any reports of Little 
League volunteers or players 
making alterations to bats 
designed to increase their 
performance, it has been an 
issue in some upper levels of 
play. 
  
In an effort to ensure this does 
not become a problem in Little 
League, this policy statement 
has been prepared and may 
be distributed to volunteers, 
parents and players. 
 
No bat, in any level of Little 
League Baseball or Softball 
play, is permitted to be al-
tered. This is of particular con-
cern especially when it is 

clearly done to enhance per-
formance and violate bat stan-
dards. Making such alterations 
to bats is clearly an inappropri-
ate attempt to gain an unfair 
advantage, and cheating has 
no place in our program. Um-
pires, managers and coaches 
are instructed to inspect bats 
before games and practices - 
as they always should - to de-
termine if bats might have 
been altered. 
  
This includes using the appro-
priate Little League Bat Ring. If 
a bat does not clearly pass 
through the correct size ring, 
or if it has a flat spot on it, the 
bat must not be used. (This 
may simply indicate the bat 
has become misshapen with 

use, and does not necessarily 
indicate it was purposely al-
tered. Still, the bat must be 
removed.) 
  
Other signs to look for include 
contorted or mangled end-
caps or knobs on non-wood 
bats. This could indicate that 
machinery was used to "shave" 
the inside of the bat to make it 
lighter. Bats with evidence of 
this type of tampering also 
must not be used. 
  
Little League International 
wishes to make it clear that 
tampering with bats (or any 
other piece of equipment) is 
dangerous, and the equipment 
must not be used in any Little 
League game or practice.  

L i t t l e  L e a g u e  P o s i t i o n  S t a t e m e n t :  
B a t  M o d i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  A l t e r a t i o n s

( e f f e c t i v e  J u n e  5 ,  2 0 0 9 )  



Article taken from the Little League 
Publication “Fairball” 
 
This article was written by Bill Carter, 
Western Region Umpire in Chief 
 
Getting Ready For Tournament 
 

T ournament time is just around the 
corner, and it’s not too late to start 

getting ready. The first and most impor-
tant thing you should do is get familiar 
with the baseball and softball tourna-
ment rules. 
 
These rules can be found in both the 
Little League Baseball and Softball rule 
books in the tournament section in the 
back of the book. All of the rules for the 

various levels 
of tournament 
are found in 
this part of the 
rule book. Be 
very careful 
when reading 
the rules be-
cause certain 
rules are spe-
cific for each 
level of base-
ball and soft-
ball. It is a very 
good idea to 
review the 
tournament 
rules before 
each game so 
you are famil-
iar with the 

tournament rules for the level of play 
you are officiating. 
 
Each District Administrator should con-
duct tournament meetings before the 
tournament begins. All volunteers who 
will be participating in the tournaments 
should attend this meeting. Those in 
attendance should include; Tourna-
ment Directors, Managers, Coaches, 
Umpires and any other volunteer par-
ticipating in the tournament. Tourna-
ment procedures including rules and 
regulations should be covered at these 
meetings. Contact your District UIC and 
find out when and where these meet-
ings will be held and attend.  
 
Some other good tournament re-

sources are found on the Little League 
website under the rules link on the 
home page. Check this page often as 
changes and interpretations could be 
updated at any time. Click here for the 
link: http://www.littleleague.org/
Little_League_Online.htm. Another 
good resource for tournament informa-
tion is the “Resource Section” under 
the District Officer link, here is the link 
for that page http://
www.littleleague.org/
tournamentresources.htm.  
 
Little League requires that at least two 
volunteer umpires be scheduled for 
each game. In some cases, three and 
four umpires are scheduled. You should 
be familiar with the three and four man 
umpire mechanics for the 60’ and 90’ 
diamond. If you are a member of the 
Umpire Registry, you can sign in and 
download these resources. If you are 
not a member of the Umpire Registry, 
you can join and share in the benefits 
by clicking on this link 
http://www.eteamz.com/llbumpireregis
try/.  
 
There’s not much time left, so get busy 
and get ready for the tournament sea-
son. The more you know, the betting 
your games will be for yourself and the 
players. Have a great tournament sea-
son! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Carter  
Western Region Umpire-In-Chief  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is a Pitched Ball Ruled Dead on a Foul-
Tip? 
 
A foul-tip is a ball that goes sharp and 
direct from the bat to the catcher’s 
glove, and is caught. If it is not caught it 
is a foul ball and the ball is dead. If it IS 
caught, it is a strike and the ball is 
alive. See Rule 2.00 FOUL TIP. 

T h e  U m p i r e ’ s  C o r n e r   
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The Little League 
Pledge 

I Trust In God 
I Love My Country 
And Will Respect 

It’s Laws 
I will Play Fair 

And Strive To Win 
But Win Or Lose 

I Will Always 
Do My Best 



umpired as well. Kelly became in-
volved as a coach and as a member of 
the executive when the next genera-
tion came of age.  

Her son Braiden’s experience in Little 
League is somewhat unique. He actu-
ally started t-ball at the age of 3, one 
year younger than is usual, because 
his mom was the coach. Braiden 
gained another year when Little 
League changed the “league age” 
date, so he had two seasons as a nine 
year old player. He will be finishing his 
10th season as a “Little Leaguer”, 
when, as a 12 year old 
player, Braiden ends the 
2009 major division sea-
son.  

After coaching two genera-
tions, Tom and Colleen 
have also decided to retire, 
since Trout Lake doesn’t 
have any divisions above 
the majors. But, I suspect 
they may be trying to work 
out a trade with Beacon Hill 
Little League in Victoria, 

where they have two grandsons play-
ing. Now, if they can just get them over 
to Trout Lake....!  

On behalf of all of us at Little League 
Canada, many thanks for all you have 
done.  

Roy Bergerman, President 

Little League Canada 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  5 ,  N u m b e r  4  

F or Tom and Connie McCready of 
Vancouver, it has been a love af-

fair with Little League for the past 29 
years. 2009 marks the end of an era 
of sorts, as the McCready’s have indi-
cated this is their last hurrah, and they 
plan to take some well earned rest. 

Tom McCready actually played Little 
League in the same area when Trout 
Lake was known as East Vancouver 
Optimist Little League, in the early 
1960’s. As lifelong members of the 
local community, it was only natural to 
head to Trout Lake’s diamonds when 
his own children came of age.  

In 1981, the McCready’s registered 
their daughter Kelly and their son 
Sean in Trout Lake Little League. They 
started as many do, team parents for 
their children’s teams, but it wasn’t 
long before both Tom and Connie were 
coaching and involved in the executive 
of the league. Their son Connor joined 
the program in 1984. Over the inter-
vening years, Tom and Connie have 
volunteered countless hours to the 
children of Trout Lake, and their sons 

The Little League 
Parent / Volunteer 

Pledge: 

I will teach all 
children to play fair 
and do their best 

I will positively 
support all managers, 
coaches and players 

I will respect the 
decisions of the 

umpires 

I will praise a good 
effort despite the 

outcome of the game 

D r i l l  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

Article taken from the Little League 
Publication “The Coach’s Box” 
 
This article was written by Jamie Joy, 
Manager Of Operations, Little League 
International 
 

T here is nothing more rewarding 
than seeing a player get their first 

hit, catch their first pop fly, or run 
around the bases and score their first 
run.  
 
Coaches also are there to pick a 
player up when they strike out, miss a 
routine play or get caught in a run 
down. The responsibilities of a coach 
go far deeper then the wins and 
losses. It is the job of a coach to sculpt 
the player’s raw abilities and encour-
age their participation in this game we 
love. It is a great feeling to see a 
player, that two weeks ago couldn’t 
hold their bat the right way, hitting the 

ball.  
Time and patience is what every coach 
needs in order to get the most out of 
their players. In the Minor Division it 
starts with practice and many repeti-
tions. The nice thing about              
LittleLeagueCoach.org in addition to 
the many skills and drills offered there 
are practice plans available to help aid 
coaches unsure of what to do for prac-
tices. I am always looking for new 
skills and different practice ideas. If 
you want to share your ideas or plans 
with me, please, send them to 
jjoy@LittleLeague.org; and make sure 
to use                             
LittleLeagueCoach.org     
to view this month’s prac-
tice plan for the Minor 
Division. 
 
 

H o m e t o w n  H e r o e s  C a l l  I t  A  
D a y . . . M a y b e !  

Braiden McCready 



Article taken from the Little League 
Publication “Fairball” 
 
By Jim Smith, a volunteer Umpire 
 

N ow that most of us are nearing the 
end of the season, umpiring a 

game seems like more of a chore, than 
an enjoyable experience.  
 
In most parts of the United States, the 
weather is getting warmer … heck, it is 
down-right hot! As The games drag 
along to an eventual conclusion, we 
start drifting off, wondering when the 
game is going to end, what’s for dinner, 
and what troubles lie ahead tomorrow 
at work.  
 
It’s been a long season, and it’s not 
over yet. Coaches are getting frus-
trated. Grand mom is screaming that 
we need glasses, and not the type with 
a cool drink inside!  
 
There are some things that we can do 
to stay focused and make the games 
move along faster and smoother. Here 
are some things that usually work for 
me. 
 
A. Ground Rules: During the ground 
rules discussion with the managers, 
introduce yourself and try to remember 
their names. You should meet them no 
later than five minutes prior to game 
time at home plate, with the field 
cleared of all players. Keep this discus-
sion brief. Get assurance from the man-
agers that their players are legally 
equipped, and discuss any special 
ground rules pertaining to the field. 

Remember that this is for ground rules, 
not a clinic or a mass warning session. 
You do not have to warn the coaches 
about everything that could get them or 
their players ejected. This sets a bad 
tone and will lead to aggravation for us 
later. I will tell the managers that if they 
disagree with a call, they should ask for 
time, go to the umpire who made the 
call, and ask for an explanation. Of 
course, balls and strikes are off limits. 
This shows an aura of cooperation, and 
that you are approachable. These con-
versations should take no longer than a 
few moments. 
B. Game Time: In the top and bottom of 
the first inning as the first batter is com-
ing to the plate, introduce yourself to 
the catcher. I tell him, “Hi. My name is 
Jim. When he looks at you like you’re 
nuts, say, “May I please have your 
name?”  Try to remember his name. I 
then tell him, within earshot of the first 
batter, “Keep the glove still. Try not to 
frame the pitches, and give me a good 
look at the pitches.  If the pitcher is 
close, I’ll call strikes. If you want to 
check on a swing, ask me and I’ll al-
ways ask my partner for you.” Again, 
this shows cooperation and lets the 
batters know they should be swinging.   
C. Checked Swings: Always appeal to 
your partner when asked, or appeal 
yourself if not sure. With two strikes on 
the batter, especially with runners on 
base. Appeal to your partner if you think 
there is any possibility that you will be 
asked. This is critical in Junior Senior 
and Big league with a dropped third 
strike situation. Don’t leave the batter, 
runners and catcher out to dry. This will 
cause all kinds of confusion, and more 

importantly, add about 10 minutes to 
your game, sorting out the circus event 
that just occurred.   
D. Balls: Keep at least two balls in your 
ball bag at all times. Nothing slows a 
game down more than waiting for a ball 
to be returned after being batted out of 
play. Give the pitcher a ball as soon as 
possible. If a foul ball is rattling around 
the backstop, let the catcher retrieve it 
while you give the pitcher one from your 
bag. Caution: Make sure the pitcher is 
ready for the ball.  
E. Between innings:  Remind both 
teams to hustle on and off the field. I 
like to stand about a quarter of the way 
up the foul line of the team that’s com-
ing to bat. (I’m afraid to stand on the 
other side  because of the warm-up 
balls coming in) Give the pitchers eight 
(8) warm-ups in the first inning, or a 
new pitcher. After that, limit it to four 
(4). By rule, they have a minute, but I 
don’t time that. If the pitcher and 
catcher are slow to come out, start 
dropping warm-up pitches. If a warm-up 
pitch gets by the catcher, give him one 
out of your bag. Retrieve the one that 
got by after warm-ups are complete. 
Your partner can help you count the 
pitches while you’re looking for a cool 
drink, and help get the fielders to return 
those warm-up balls that are flying 
around. 
 
Try these tips and I’m sure you’ll shave 
some dead time off of games, and your 
games will go smoother.   
   
Jim Smith 
Volunteer Umpire 

T i p s  T o  K e e p  T h e  G a m e  M o v i n g ,  
A m i c a b l e ,  a n d  U n d e r  C o n t r o l  
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P a s s p o r t  R e m i n d e r  

A  VERY important reminder to all 
parents of ball players in Little 

League Canada who may have a child 
participating in the Little League World 
Series Tournaments at ANY level this 
coming summer, or simply participate 
in any cross border tournaments in the 
US: 

Starting June 1, 2009, YOU WILL NEED 
A PASSPORT IF YOU WANT TO TRAVEL 

INTO THE UNITED STATES. THIS IN-
CLUDES ALL CHILDREN 

Don’t wait until its too late and be dis-
appointed when your child cannot cross 
the border with the team! This must be 
done! 

You can pick up an application at any 
Post Office, or to find a service location 
near you, call or visit:  

www.passportcanada.gc.ca 

Or call 1-800 O-Canada (1-800-622-
6232) 

This article will be repeated in the next 
few issues to make sure the word gets 
out to all who subscribe between now 
and tournament time. 



on TV are not necessarily the rules of 
baseball as we play. 
 

How To Umpire 

Umpiring is a mixture of good phy-
sique, good eyes, plenty of courage, 
pride in your work, knowledge of the 
rules, getting the right angle, a respect 
for other participants, plus plenty of 
common sense.  There is no greater 
asset than common sense when prop-
erly applied. 
 
Anticipation is an umpire’s greatest 
trouble-maker.  It is invariably the 
source of calling plays too quickly.  
Instead of anticipating the play, Let it 
Happen, follow it intently to its comple-
tion before reaching a decision.  There 
is more to umpiring that the mere six 
basic operations in the life of an Um-
pire, but many other things are equally 
important. 
 
Umpires are human – all opinions to 
the contrary – hence, they do make 
mistakes.  In all the years that I have 
umpired, I have never tried to prove 
infallibility, rather, I have very force-
fully stated that I called the play as I 
saw it, and that the decision arrived at 
was OFFICIAL. (Joe Biggs).  Even when 
positive that there was no error in the 
call, always regard it as diplomacy to 
listen to the players or managers side 
of the argument.  It is far easier to 
reason with the player who has let off 
steam rather than one who is burning 
up over an adverse decision and finds 
no one willing to listen. 

 
Never try to alibi your error.  That only 
makes two mistakes out of one.  Um-
pires dislike players you alibi and con-
versely players have no particular use 
or respect for the umpire who always 
has an alibi. 
 
Don’t work your thumb overtime, 
pointing the way to the clubhouse.  
Baseball is played on the field, not 
under the showers.  Eject players, 
managers and coaches from the game 
ONLY as a last resort.   Constantly 
work for some other solution, but 
there are times when nothing but a 
cold shower will do. 
 
Run your ball game, but do not over 
run it. 
 
Umpiring is largely a matter of angles.  
There is a best angle or spot for every 
play.  Be in the right spot and you re-
duce the chances to err to a minimum 
as well as a potential protest.  The 
right way on the bases is always to be 
on top of the play but not too close to 
interfere nor in a position where you 
cannot see the whole play.  Ball play-
ers like Umpires who HUSTLE. 
 
Never make the call from the run.  
Always set yourself stand up straight 
and then make the call.  Umpiring is 
an art and like playing baseball re-
quires PRACTICE. 

T h e  V o l u n t e e r  U m p i r e  
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The following continues a series of 
articles submitted by Charles Dufton, 
Umpire In Chief for Ontario District 6. 
What you will read comes from Little 
League Publications, and his own per-
sonal observations and guidance. Look 
for more in this series in the coming 
months. 

This month we offer the next two chap-
ters: 

Expectations Of The Umpire 

U mpiring has long been recognized 
as a key responsibility and an es-

sential activity that requires more than 
just the knowledge of the sport. 
 
Every umpire must know the rules and 
should possess personal characteris-
tics that inspire leadership, respect and 
confidence.  In dealing with our youth, 
the umpire like the manager and coach 
should set an example for others to 
follow. 
 
As the individual in charge of a game 
the umpire must, maintain the mantle 
of leadership and respect from all par-
ticipants.  Encourage friendship, fair 
play and safety for all who participate.  
A good personal appearance adds 
much to the umpire’s stature.  As such, 
every effort should be made to be prop-
erly and neatly attired in order to lend 
dignity and authority to the position.  
Umpires must be students of the RULE 
BOOK.  Rules and interpretations do 
change and what is done in MLB and 

Click on the banner at the left to ac-
cess the Coaches Resource Center 

Click on the banner at the left 
to access the Little League 
Baseball Camp 

Click the banner above to access the Little League Store 



L i t t l e  L e a g u e  P l a y e r  P r o f i l e  
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
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1.  Name: 
2.  Little League Division: (example: Minor, Major) 
3.  Name of your Little League: 
4.  Province: 
5.  Position(s) played: 
6.  Favorite Position: 
7.  Favorite Major League Baseball Player and why: 
8.  Favorite Major League Team: 
9.  Greatest Moment In Your Little League Career: 
10. Favorite Movie: 
11. Favorite Band or Singer: 
12. Favorite Food: 
13. Favorite Video Game: 
14. Favorite Book: 
15. Favorite Subject In School: 

 

In your email program, simply answer all of these questions and send it to me at 
thestretch@littleleague.ca and I will put you and your answers into an upcoming issue. 

 

This is a questionnaire for players…if coaches or umpires wish to fill it out, feel free, al-
though many of the questions may not be appropriate, feel free to tell us about yourself. 

 

Do you want to add a picture of yourself to go with it? Sure…but try to make it a baseball 
picture…if you don’t have a baseball picture, I will accept any picture you wish to submit 
of you. 

 

I look forward to all of your responses. 



L i t t l e  L e a g u e  C a n a d a  B a s e b a l l  a n d  
S o f t b a l l  2 0 0 9  T o u r n a m e n t  S c h e d u l e  
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Baseball 

Major (Little League): 
World Series:  August 21-30 Williamsport, Pennsylvania 
Canadian Championship: August 8-15 Val D’Or, Quebec 
Divisionals:  
Atlantic: Nova Scotia 
Quebec: Drummondville 
Ontario:  Pembroke D8 
Prairies: Calgary D8 
British Columbia: Coquitlam D3 
 
Junior: 
World Series:  August 16-22 Taylor, Michigan 
Canadian Championship: August 6-13 Langley, British Columbia 
Divisionals:  
Atlantic: Nova Scotia 
Quebec: Verdun 
Ontario:  Ottawa (South Ottawa LL) D6 
Prairies: Edmonton D2 
British Columbia: D5 
 
Senior: 
World Series:  August 16-22 Bangor, Maine 
Canadian Championship:  August 8-13 Saint John, New Brunswick 
Divisionals:  
Atlantic: Nova Scotia 
Quebec: Valleyfield 
Ontario: Ottawa (Orleans LL) D6 
Prairies: Regina 
British Columbia: D3 
 
Big League: 
World Series:  July 29 -August 5 Easley, South Carolina 
Canadian Championship:  July 21-26 Windsor, Ontario 
Divisionals:  
Atlantic: Nova Scotia 
Quebec: Rouyn Noranda 
Ontario: Ottawa (Pinecrest LL) D2 
Prairies: D1 
British Columbia: D3 

Softball 
 
Major (Little League): 
World Series:  August 13-19 Portland, Oregon 
Canadian Championship: August 6-9 Victoria, BC 
Divisionals:  
Atlantic: TBD 
Ontario: TBD 
British Columbia: TBD 
 
Junior: 
World Series:  August 16-22 Kirkland, Washington 
Canadian Championship: TBD 
Divisionals:  
Atlantic: TBD 
Ontario: TBD 
British Columbia: TBD 
 
Senior: 
World Series:  August 9-15 Lower Sussex, Delaware 
Canadian Championship: TBD 
Divisionals:  
Atlantic: TBD 
Ontario: TBD 
British Columbia: TBD 
 
Big League: 
World Series:  August 7-12 Kalamazoo, Michigan 
Canadian Championship: TBD 
Divisionals:  
Atlantic: TBD 
Ontario: TBD 
British Columbia: TBD 

If anyone has information that can help to fill in the blanks…dates, District or League hosts, for any of the above, please email me with 
the details so I can update this page…thestretch@littleleague.ca 

Click the banner above to go to the official web page 



If You See It, Flee It;If You See It, Flee It;
If You Hear It, Clear ItIf You Hear It, Clear It

• Track approaching storms the best way possible:
Internet radar websites, dedicated storm warning
system at field, or other storm warnings

• Evacuate fields when storms are about 10 miles
away: Have players and spectators go to enclosed
building or to cars with windows rolled up

• Clear fields immediately after thunder has been
heard or lightning seen!

- Wait 30 minutes before returning to play after last sign of
lightning activity in your area

- Cars shouldn’t leave until the game is called, so all players
can be accounted for

Guidelines from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Weather Service

REMEMBER:

Copy and post at dugouts.

PLEASE WAIT!



235 Dale Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1G 0H6 
 

Phone: 613-731-3301 
Fax: 613-731-2829 
E-mail: canada@littleleague.org 

Become an Alumni Member and support Little League in your 
community and across the Country. 
 
The Little League Canada Foundation’s goal is “to ensure that 
all children in Canada have the chance to participate in Little 
League regardless of their abilities, either physical or finan-
cial”. For an annual membership of $10.00 or three year 
membership of $25.00, as an Alumni member you will have 
the opportunity to have input into the growth and direction of 
Little League and its programs. 
 
For a membership application form, please contact Little 
League Canada at  Canada@littleleague.org. 

 

Legal: 
Little League Baseball, LL, LLB, Little Leaguer and Challenger Divi-
sions are the principal registered trademarks and service marks of 
Little League Baseball, Incorporated, and are registered in Canada. 
All rights in and to any and all marks of Little League Baseball, 
Incorporated are reserved 

 
To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at canada@littleleague.org or 
call 613-731-3301 

Privacy Policy 

L I T T L E  L E A G U E    
C A N A D A  

Our Sponsors (click to visit their website) 

WWW.LITTLELEAGUE.CA 

• NDMI Visual Communications 

• Primus Canada 

• St. John’s Ambulance 
 

Give the Gift That Keeps On Giving 
Give your 9 through 14 year-old player the gift that will keep on giving whenever they step on a baseball field; A week at Little League 
Baseball Camp. Whether they are just learning a new position or hoping to take their game to another level, our camps will give them 
the skills and drills they need to improve their games and have fun doing so! 

Our Camp features: 

• Qualified screened Instructors 
• Latest Training Techniques 
• Air Conditioned dorms 
Please visit our website for more information and camp applications. 

Provide your camper with a grand slam experience at one of Little Leagues finest camps! Be sure to forward this email on to any you feel 
would like to "Go Yard" in our yard! 



 

 
 

580, 7e Rue,  
C.P. 1641 

Val-d’Or (Québec) 
J9P 3P3 

Tél : 819-856-8907 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
For immediate distribution 

 
 

May 25th, 2009 
 
 
With less than 80 days away from the 2009 Little League Canadian 
Championship, Val-d'Or’s minor league baseball and the organizing 
committee intensify their efforts in order to be ready to welcome the 
teams representing the Canadian provinces in the week of August 7 to 
15. 
 
From August 7 to 15, Val-d’Or will host its first national championship for eleven and 
twelve year olds. For 10 days, players, coaches, parents and baseball fans will 
converge on our city, not only to see great baseball, but also to enjoy Val-d'Or's 
traditional hospitality. 
 
With less than 80 days away from the event, preparations are well underway. First, 
improvements to the field where the games will be held are at 90% completed. 
Among them, the field surface was redone, a new lighting system and a score board 
were installed and, two new dugouts as well as a service house were built. These 
improvements will, of course, benefit all the minor baseball teams in Val-d’Or that use 
this field all season long. 
 
Also, since the organization of such an event requires significant funding, the 
committee is pleased to announce the addition of the following partners: 
- L’Écho and Le Citoyen 
- Qualitas 
- Promutuel L’Abitibienne 
- Gareau Auto 
- Énergie 
- RNC Média through GO Radio X and TQS 
- Val-d’Or Kiwanis Club 
- Eska 
- Aubé Pontiac Buick 
- Poirier & Fils 
- Autobus Maheux 
 
The organizing committee is also pleased to announce, as a fund raiser activity, a 
new super draw, in collaboration with Promo-Vision Plus. Tickets are $40 and 
participants have a chance to win: 
 

1st price:  4 tickets for a Red Sox game against Tampa Bay Rays at the Fenway 
Park in Boston, including lodging for 2 nights, transportation and $500 
of spending money 

2nd price: 2 tickets to the Montreal Canadians (09-10 season), airfare from Val-
d’Or and lodging included, courtesy of Air Creebec 

3rd price: Mini laptop Net PC, 9’8’’ screen, courtesy of CIA Informatique 
4th price: Weekend fishing trip, courtesy of Sépaq 

 
The draw will take place on August 15, 2009 during the championship’s final game at 
the Rotary Park. Tickets are available from members of the organizing committee 
and the Val-d’Or Baseball Minor League Commission at 819-825-2796.  
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Finally, the committee appeals to the Val-d'Or population to apply as volunteers and 
billeting families. « Billeting families allow us to offer the young ones a good night 
sleep and adequate meals during the event. In addition, it allows players to join the 
community and develop friendships as well as making this experience a memorable 
experience "says Michel Leduc, vice-chairman of the event.  
 
Volunteers are also needed for reception, security and transportation. 
 
Families and individuals interested can communicate with the Val-d’Or Baseball 
Minor league Commission at 819-825-2796 or visit www.cbmvd.qc.ca. 
 
 
About the Championship 
From August 7 to the 15th, Val-d’Or will host the Little League Canadian 
Championship where six teams from all over Canada, including the Val-d'Or Eagles 
as host team, will compete for the title of Canadian Champion and the right to 
represent Canada at the Little League World Series in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, 
USA. 
 
About Little League 
Little League Baseball was founded in 1939 in a small Pennsylvania town called 
Williamsport. Three teams participated in the first season and four the next year. In 
1915, more than 150 000 players were enrolled in Little League throughout the USA. 
In 1966, the program grew to 1.6 million players and in 1986, to more than 2.5 million 
players throughout the world. Today more than 3 million children in more than 80 
countries play baseball in Little League. Canada joined Little League in 1951 and will 
celebrate its 45th anniversary as a registered organization with the Canadian 
government in 2009.  The Val-d'Or Baseball Minor League had the honour of joining 
Little League in 2005. 
 
 
Information: 
Michel Leduc 
Vice-chairman 
Canadian Little League Baseball Championship Val-d’Or 2009 
819-824-1333, ext. 270 

 

http://www.cbmvd.qc.ca/

